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Israel must build now on a large scale. This is the only way to ensure that Jerusalem will 

retain a Jewish majority for generations to come.  

 

[…]  

 

Jerusalem’s future might not be decided on the battlefield or around a negotiating table. As I 

suggested recently at the Jerusalem Post Conference in New York, the battle for Jerusalem will 

be determined by the facts on the ground. 

 

And what are the facts on the ground? Every year, the Jewish majority in the capital shrinks. On 

the one hand, there is plenty of construction by Arabs, mostly illegal and uncontrolled. On the 

other hand, there is an almost complete de facto freeze on Jewish building in Jerusalem. 

 

[…] 

 

The situation on the ground is changing for the worse every single day. If this trend continues at 

the current rate, the number of Jews and Arabs in the capital will be equal in only 15 years. 

 

And yet this war is being waged in silence, with almost no media coverage or public awareness. 

The painful truth is that we are losing a little bit of Jerusalem every day.  

 

It is time to act! If we do nothing, one day we will wake up and Jerusalem will no longer be in 

our hands. There is only one solution: build! Build in Jerusalem now. Build in Jerusalem despite 

international pressure. We must at least double the number of housing starts in the capital, from 

2,000 to 4,000 per year.  

 

[…] 

 

Israel must build now on a large scale. This is the only way to ensure that Jerusalem will retain a 

Jewish majority for generations to come.  

 

Now is the time to act!   

 

 

The writer is a former government minister who served as a member of the Inner Security 

Cabinet. He is currently a senior fellow at the .  Institute for National Security Studies (INSS)
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